
 
 
 

Community Health Interest Group  
Annual Report 

 
 
Current Chair (and Co-Chair: 
Raheeq Khalil (Chair) 
Suzette Nascimento (Co-chair) 
 
 
Number of IPAC Canada members who belong to the Interest Group: 456 members.  
 
Dates/topics of meetings throughout the year (in-person meetings and teleconference calls, webinars) 
 

Date Topic Number of Participants 
April 9th at 1:00-2:00 pm 
EST 
 

Introducing the Homecare 
Manual from PHO and 
Cleaning, Disinfecting, and 
Reprocessing in the 
Community Setting 

68 

October 28, 2025 
1:00-2:00pm EST 

Preventing outbreaks in 
shelter settings, and 
safe food handling in 
congregate environments, and 
rabies control measures 
 
 

48 

 
• Chair, Co-Chair and group Secretary of CHIG have regular online meeting at least once a 

month for planning and updates.  
 
Highlights/Ongoing Projects 
Planning for the 2026 sessions is in process. Sessions will be planned based on our members 
feedback and recommendations.  



IPAC CANADA - Environmental Hygiene Interest Group 
Activity Summary 2025 

 
 

Webinar Date Corresponding Zoom Webinar Topics Presenter 
January 16 Identifying Contextual Factors to Environmental Cleaning and 

Developing a Modified Cleaning Checklist using Human-
Centric Principles 

Linda McKinley 

February 4 IPAC considerations for CPE – a position statement Madeleine Ashcroft 
March 5 Disinfectants Only Work if Diluted Correctly: Monitoring 

to Ensure Correct Functioning of Automated 
Disinfectant Dispensers 

Dr. Curtis Donskey 

April 8 A Colorful Solution: A presentation on AJIC article titled 
“The impact of a novel color additive for disinfectant 
wipes on room cleanliness and turnover time 

Dr. Olayinka Oremade 

May 13 Respiratory symptoms and cleaning/disinfecting agents Dr. Susan M Tarlo 
September 16 An Outbreak of CPE – Importance of Thorough 

Decontamination of Beds 
Dr. Richard Puleston  
& Kirsty Morgan 

November 25 EVS Competencies: Driving Quality, Safety, and 
Compliance 

Chantal McGivern 

December 10 The Norwegian Toilet Study – A Look at Hospital Toilets 
as Reservoirs for Nosocomial Transmission of MDROs 

Dr. Astri Lervik Larsen   

 
 
Additional Comments/ Activities/ Member Surveys/ Position Statements 
- All webinars with corresponding slides and articles are available to watch on the EHIG website; with the 
exception of November 25th and December 10th which has yet to uploaded by Webmaster. 
- Delivered requested topics from the January 2025 Needs Assessment as it related to management of 
CPE outbreaks and general maintenance protocols. 
- Discussions underway for potential presentation topics for 2026 also derived from the January 2025 
Needs Assessment; most notably, Behaviour Modification Interventions for Better Hand Hygiene 
Practices, among others. 
 
 
Last Revision to Terms of Reference 
- January 2025 
 
Upcoming tasks: 
 
- Working on the content for the EHIG Workshop at the IPAC Canada 2026 conference. 
 



Healthcare Facility Design and Construction Interest Group 
Annual Report 2025 

 
 

Chairs: 
Karl Zebarth & Krista 
Cardamone 

Last revision 
to Terms of 
Reference 

Conference 
 Calls 
(Dates/Subject) 

Zoom/Teams Webinars (dates, 
topics) 

Additional Comments/ 
Activities/ Member Surveys/ 
Position Statements 

 
The IG Executive will be 
assigning a new Secretary by the 
end of this year.  
Due to a large number of 
interested parties in the Secretary 
role, the IG Executive thought it 
would be a great opportunity to 
create a few additional roles:  

1. Education Subcommittee 
(ESC) Secretary;  

2. Inquiry Manager; and 
3. LTC Representative. 

Detailed directives are being 
created around each role and the 
TOR will be updated to include 
any new Executive positions. 

 
Reviewed by 
executive Nov 
2025 

This summarizes IG 
Executive  and 
Education 
subcommittee 
meetings for 
meeting prep and 
education session 
planning.  
 
Dec 17, 2025  
Nov 7, 2025  
Nov 6, 2025 
Sept 2, 2025  
May 1, 2025  
May 13, 2025  
Feb 18, 2025 
Dec 19, 2024  
 
 
 

IG meetings  
Jan 15 2026 
Nov. 20, 2025 
Sept. 18, 2025 
May 15, 2025 
March 20, 2025 
Jan. 16, 2025 
 
IG Sessions generally  garner 
between 100-125 participants 
 
Special stand alone education 
sessions: 
Oct 26, 2025 – Special HFDC 
Interest Group webinar on 
Construction in LTC w LTC Expert 
Panel 
 
Nov 20 2025 “HVAC systems and 
update on the latest Z317.2 with 
Gordon Burrill” 
 
Feb 27 2025 
“CSA Z8000 Healthcare Facility 
Design Standards Revisions and 
Updates” 
 
Special Education sessions 
typically see 300 members 

Position Statement updated, 
approved by IG membership and 
finalizing the comments from the 
IPAC Standards and Guidelines 
Committee. Position statement was 
struck down. 
 
Member survey by Education 
Subcommittee on education needs 
of the membership Feb 2026 
 
IPAC Canada and Ontario Ministry 
of Health joint survey on use of 
UVC disinfecting devices discussed 
and send to all members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  



 
 

Long Term Care (LTC) Interest Group Annual Report 2025 
 
 
Current Executive: Chair Tiberius Stanescu: Co-Chair vacant, Secretary: Danica Barden: Education 
Chair: Laura Matthews, Web Master: Carla Danielson 
 
Number of IPAC Canada members who belong to the Interest Group: Currently 804 
 
Dates/topics of meetings throughout the year (in-person meetings and teleconference calls) 
March 12, 2025 Quarterly Meeting with Marjorie’s last meeting as chair. 

 
 

EDUCATION: Wednesday, May 7, 2025 ASP in LTC Dr Victor Leung @ 13:00 ET 1 IPU provided  
 
Executive members meeting May 2025 

o Discussed plans of the group moving forward, 
o Education schedule for 2025 
o Speakers 
o Zoom account 

 
May 14, 2025 IPAC Canada 2026 conference planning committee meeting  

o Met with Toronto Public Health (TPH) consultants re Sexual health in LTC together with 
Francine Paquette  

o Draft Plan Timeline: A working draft of the sexual health in LTC is targeted for 
completion by end of July/August  2025. Positive responses planning for the conference.  

 
June 11, 2025 Quarterly Meeting  

o Executive changes 
o New IPAC Canada website 
o Review our planned education sessions for 2025.based on survey completed last year 
o Discussion Question documents continue to be popular and provide an excellent method 

for members to share resources. 
o  

 
EDUCATION: June 11, 2025 CRMD in LTC with Jamie Cook and Youhanna Salib from IPAC Consulting 
and Craig Calcott from the Niagara Region.@1300, 1 IPU provided to 137 attendees 
 
Aug 18, 2025 IPAC Canada 2026 conference planning committee meeting  
o Met with TPH consultants re Sexual health in LTC together with Francine Paquette  
o Progress on the working draft. 

o Core topics: creativity and desire, discussions on consent, stigma, identity, and the emotional 
dimensions of sexual health and the syphilis outbreak case study, Ensuring inclusive, age-
appropriate, and culturally sensitive approaches. 

 
 
EDUCATION: 10 Sept 2025 @ 1200 pm EST, guest Dr Allison McGeer on vaccine hesitancy, 1 IPU 
provided to over 154 attendees 
 
Sept 10, 2025 Quarterly Meeting: 

o Webinar presentation by Dr Allison McGeer 
o Suggested topics using Enhanced Barrier Precautions (EBP) in LTC 



o Measles -immunization records for staff 
o Discussion Members Question documents continue to be popular and provide an 

excellent method for members to share resources. 
 

Sept 10, 2025 IPAC Canada 2026 conference planning committee meeting  
o Met with TPH consultants re Sexual health in LTC together with Francine Paquette and Brenda 
Tanner 
o Positive responses planning for the conference.  
 
Executive members meeting Oct 30, 2025 
o Education planning for 2026 
o Pneumococcal vaccine  
o Posting pdfs to the web page 
o Education sessions vs Quarterly Meetings  
o Co chair position 
o Fall preparedness  
o IPAC Canada conference 2026 
 
 
EDUCATION: October 22, 2025 @ 1300 guest Jessica Bartoszko, PhD PHAC on CNISP national LTC 
survey results and pilot project update 
 
 
Nov 17, 2025 IPAC Canada 2026 conference planning committee meeting 
Confirmation letters received, details discussions TPH Jennifer and Leigh presenting the outline 

o Intro 
o Sexual health and IPAC  
o Right and responsibilities of the residents and staff 
o Policy 
o Families 
o Special considerations -outbreaks  
o Capacity of consent  
o Privacy 
o Family dynamics 
o Concrete practical tools 5-point plan  

Next steps:  Scenarios: discuss with the team, Present Slides, Session will be recorded, virtual and in 
person, Next meeting: March 2, 2026 @1200 
 
 
EDUCATION: Dec 10 2025 @1300 guest: Heather Candon IPAC Director Sunnybrook Hospital on  
“Evaluating vendor product claims”  1 IPU provided 
 
Dec 10, 2025 Quarterly meeting: 
 

o Webinar presentation by Heather Candon 
o Planned education for 2026: Education Survey; Shared a summarized document from the 2024 

educational needs survey of what we were able to provide in 2025, and planning sessions for 
2026. 

o Call out to IPAC Leads to participate as presenters. Great opportunity to build their skills and 
confidence. 

o Introducing revised Members questions document. 
o Antiviral treatments and prophylaxis recommendations for the respiratory season discussions           
 
                                                          

The GOALS for the upcoming year include:  
o Continued education and networking 
o Promotion of the LTC certification,  



o Continued efforts to recruit Co-Chair member to assist the executive. 
o IPAC Considerations for Construction and Renovation in Long‑Term Care Homes 
o Construction and renovation activities within long‑term care homes present distinct infection 

prevention and control (IPAC) challenges, particularly related to dust, debris, and the potential 
transmission of pathogens. A clearer understanding of how these projects are planned, monitored, 
and managed is essential to identifying best practices and ensuring safe environments for both 
residents and staff. 
The IPAC Canada Education Committee, in collaboration with the Long‑Term Care Interest 
Group, is gathering information on current approaches used across homes. The goal is to assess 
existing practices, highlight gaps, and identify opportunities for improvement in IPAC oversight 
during construction and renovation projects. 

o IPAC Canada conference LTC education day planning  
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Tiberius Stanescu, RN CIC LTC CIP 



 

Reprocessing Interest Group (RIG) Annual Report 2025 
 
Chair: Kaethel Decker 
Co-Chair: Tina Stacey-Works 
Secretary: Samantha Shone 
 
Number of IPAC Canada members who belong to the Interest Group: 461 
 
RIG had following meetings: 

• February 13th  - Reviewed Professional Development opportunities, discussed Interest Sub Committee 
groups (Education, Dental, Footcare, Website) and had a networking opportunity with members 

• May 22nd  – Education session provided – The Science Behind Endoscope Reprocessing 
• Sept 18th – Reviewed Professional Development opportunities and had a discussion about the questions 

posed to the group from members and newly released articles. 
 
Position Statements: 

- None 
 



IPAC Canada Dental subcommittee Reprocessing Interest group 

Executives: Melanie Murray, Cindy Isaak-Ploegman; co-chairs 

Number of members: 87 

Membership: infection control specialists, public health inspectors, dental healthcare 
professionals (Dental assistants, Dental hygienists, Dentists), epidemiologists, managers, 
environmental services and transportation supervisor, public health and clinical Nurses, 
clinical coordinator for Dental regulatory bodies and professional associations  

Meetings: 

Jan 15/25 Kathy Purves “Understanding disinfectants” 

March 19/25 Cindy Isaak-Ploegman, “Dental unit waterlines” 

May 21/25 Melanie Murray “Building Safer Practices: The top 10 most frequent IPAC 
compliance deficiencies 
 
Sept 18/25 Dr. Nita Mazurat “Facts to answer FAQs: Medical device reprocessing” 

Nov 20/25 Cindy Isaak-Ploegman “IPAC requirements for home dental visits” 

Highlights: 

• Able to promote professional development opportunities with IPAC Canada and 
CAMDR and MDR conferences occurring nationally as well as DICAM month 

• Also able to promote National Dental Assistants recognition week, World Health 
Day, World Oral Health Day, World Hand hygiene day 

• Able to provide information and generate discussion regarding reprocessing 
instructions for specific equipment (e.g. The Wand) used by Dental health care 
workers and glean information from members via survey regarding barriers to 
reprocessing 

• Promote IPAC Canada membership 

 



  

 

FORM 21A 

Surveillance and Applied Epidemiology Interest Group (SAEIG) 
 
Leadership 
Co-chair: Robyn Mitchell  
Co-chair: Katherine Paphitis  
Secretary: Tammy MacDonald  
 
Number of Members  
699 members (steady from the 691 members reported in December 2024) 
 
Meeting Dates and Topics  
 

Feb 18, 2025:  Education: Emerging pathogens with a focus on vectorborne diseases. 
 
Business: Information sharing and round table discussion to address member 
surveillance questions. 
 

Feb 25, 2025: Encore presentation of the LTC Surveillance Workshop. 
 

Apr 8, 2025:  
  

Education: Overview of key findings from the Canadian Antimicrobial Resistance 
Surveillance System (CARSS). 
 
Business: Information sharing and round table discussion to address member 
surveillance questions.  
 

Sep 11, 2025: Education: Overview of an electronic hand hygiene program in Manitoba: 
implementation process and challenges. 
 
Business: Information sharing and round table discussion to address member 
surveillance questions.  
 

Nov 19, 2025:  Education: Investigation into the nosocomial source of CPE cases at a tertiary 
hospital in Montreal. 
 
Business: Information sharing round table discussion to address member 
surveillance questions.  

 
Projects  

• Sept 2025: members invited to participate in the annual SAEIG Planning Survey to support 
planning group education and activities in 2026 

Plans for the Coming Year  
 



  

 

FORM 21A 

• SAEIG will continue to meet bi-monthly through 2026 with a summer hiatus. Meetings will contain 
an education, information sharing and business component.  
 

• SAEIG will pilot a surveillance and epidemiology focused journal club. 
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