
 
 

 
 

Community Health Interest Group  
Annual Report 

 
 
Current Chair and Co-Chair if applicable 
Raheeq Khalil (Chair) 
Suzette Nascimento (Co-chair) 
 
Number of IPAC Canada members who belong to the Interest Group: 456 members.  
 
Dates/topics of meetings throughout the year (in-person meetings and teleconference calls/Adobe 
webinars): 
 

Date Topic Number of Participants 
Jan 24th (1-2:30 pm)    
 

MRSA in Community 
Healthcare Settings 

12 

Sept 18th (1-2:30 pm)                               
 

Antimicrobial resistance and 
stewardship in community  

36 

Nov 26st (1-2:30 pm) Wound care for antibiotic-
resistant organisms (AROs) 
aimed at unregulated 
caregivers in community 
home care 

70 

 
• Chair, Co-Chair and group Secretary of CHIG have regular online meeting at least once a 

month for planning and updates.  
 
Highlights/Ongoing Projects 
Planning for the 2025 sessions is in process. Sessions will be planned based on our members 
feedback and recommendations.  
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Dialysis Focus Interest Group Annual Report 2024 
 
Current Chair: Marina Chung 
Co-Chair : Justyna Graves, Anisha Garga 
 
Number of IPAC Canada members who belong to the Interest Group:  178 
 
Dates of meetings throughout the year 2024 

• September 2024: Reactivated the Group 
• November 6, 2024: Webinar, Reviewed Terms of Reference, Presentation on 

Hepatitis B Management in Dialysis at Trillium Health Partners 
 
Position Statements (if any) developed/under development 
Not specifically decided. 
Currently have two working groups: 1. Policy review and recommendations 
2. Education. 
 



IPAC CANADA - Environmental Hygiene Interest Group 
Annual Report 2024 

Chairs: Cailin Banks, Chantal McGivern, Steven Schweon. Secretary: Kelsey McMillan 

Posted 
Minutes 

Corresponding Zoom Webinar Topics Presenter 

March 27 The Aerosolization and Dissemination of Viruses in the 
Build Environment 

Dr. Stephanie Boone 

April 24 Environmental Cleaning Toolkit: A Practical Guide 
for Implementing Best Practices for Environmental 
Cleaning in Healthcare Facilities in Resource-Limited 
Settings 

Dr. Damilola Adeniyi 

May 23 Lessons learned from the Formation of the 
Environmental Hygiene Interest Group 

Mark Heller 

September 19 The view from 10K Feet and the Floor of the Center – 
Insights from a Corporate Infection Preventionist 

Donna Spangler 

October 17 Disinfection and Sterilization – Current Issues, New 
research, and New Technology 

Dr. Bill Rutala 

November 14 Floors – Clean, Sanitize or Disinfect Jim Gauthier 

December 4 Sustainability and Novel Technologies to Improve 
Environmental Cleaning in Healthcare 

Martin Kiernan 

Additional Comments/ Activities/ Member Surveys/ Position Statements 
- All presentations are available to watch on the EHIG website.
- Collation of seven different member inquiries and responses on the website.
- Working on a survey to send out to the membership for input on meetings for 2025.
- Planned 2025 webinars scheduled thus far:

- January 16th – Linda McKinley – Identifying contextual factors to environmental cleaning and
developing a modified cleaning checklist using human-centric principles.

- February – Madeline Ashcroft – Discussion of CPE drain testing and management position paper.
- March – Dr. Donskey
- April – Dr. Oremade

Last Revision to Terms of Reference 
- Terms of Reference to be sent out with the December meeting minutes for input from the membership on
potential updates. At this point, initial perusal of the existing terms shows no real red flags that require any real
changes.



Mental Health Interest Group 2024 Annual Report 
 
Current Chair and Co-Chair: 

• Chair: Murtuza Diwan 
• Co-Chair: Steven Steven Schweon 
• Secretary: Erin Tizzard 

 
Number of IPAC Canada members who belong to the Interest Group: 221 
 
Dates/topics of meetings throughout the year  

• October 3, 2024 – MHIG Executive Meeting 
• November 7, 2024– MHIG Executive Meeting 
• December 5, 2024– MHIG Executive Meeting 

 
Interest Group meetings (all virtual): 

• July 23, 2024: Balancing Perspectives: Infection Prevention and Mental Health in the 
Correctional Setting.  

• October 22, 2024: Infection Prevention in Pediatric Behavioral Health.  
• November 7, 2024: Respiratory virus management in behavioral health and milieu type 

setting 
 
Position Statements (if any) developed/under development 
 
Thinking about seeing the interest for creating a position statement on IPAC issues pertaining to 
mental health. 
 
Results of any questionnaires/surveys sent out by the Interest Group 
 
Needs assessment survey by Mental Health Interest Group was sent out re-engage the MHIG 
members and revive the interest group as it had become dormant. Most of the requests/needs 
were to share education and best practices 
 
Highlights/Ongoing Projects 
 

- We were able to retrieve and make the MHIG active again. 
 
Any other relevant accomplishments, goals for the coming year 
 
Goal to have a more streamlined approach to inquiry management. The member who made the 
inquiry will collate the answers and send it to MHIG email and we will share it with our 
members. 
 



Oncology and Transplantation Interest Group 2024 Annual Report 
 

Current Chairs:  
Chair: Kelsey Houston 
Co-Chair: Krista Marquis  
 
Number of IPAC Canada members who belong to the Interest Group: 160 
 
Dates/topics of meetings throughout the year (all meetings held via Zoom) 

• February 28th, 2024: “Shingles and COVID-19 – an IPAC refresher” 
• July 11th, 2024: “Fun with Fungus” with Dr. Shahid Husain 
• August 28th, 2024: “Infection Risks and Mitigation Strategies in the Immunocompromised 

Oncology Patient Population” 
• November 7th, 2024: “Applying an Equity Lens to IPAC Policies and Practices” with Dr. Jeya 

Nadarajah  
 
Highlights: 
2024 was a very successful year for the OTIG. We held four successful webinars and gained two 
additional members to the group when compared to last year’s report. As an executive, we are 
most proud of our collaboration with the Canadian Association of Nurses in Oncology (CANO). 
Working in partnership, two webinars were provided to both IPAC Canada (not restricted to 
OTIG) and CANO members; one lead by the OTIG Executive, and one lead by the CANO Education 
leads. The OTIG lead webinar on Shingles and COVID-19 had over 300 viewers and received 
wonderful feedback. We also received great feedback from our members about the utility of 
hearing a front-line/nursing perspective. We hope to continue this partnership in the future and 
have fostered a positive connection between our two organizations.  



 

Reprocessing Interest Group (RIG) Annual Report 2024 
 
Chair: Kaethel Decker 
Co-Chair: Tina Stacey-Works 
Secretary: Samantha Shone 
 
Number of IPAC Canada members who belong to the Interest Group: 465 
 
RIG re-grouped in 2024 and had the following meetings: 

• April 4th - kick off meeting to welcome members, create plans and discuss a needs assessment 
• June 4th – approved updated Terms of Reference and reviewed Needs Assessment results 
• Sept 12th – meeting and trial of networking breakout sessions 
• Sept 18th – first Dental Sub-committee meeting organized by the new Chair 

 
Position Statements: 
Reprocessing of Critical Footcare Devices in all Healthcare Facilities – updates reviewed and approved at June 4th meeting 



Reprocessing Interest Group IPAC Canada Dental Subcommittee  
 
Co-Chairs: Melanie Murray, Cindy Isaak-Ploegman 
 
Mandate/Goal of Committee:  

-Networking opportunity for new Dentistry Specific interest group,  
-increase IPAC education related to Dental practice,  
-awareness of Dental specific audit tools on IPAC website,  
-addressing Dentistry specific IPAC concerns (e.g. reprocessing burs, independent Dental 

hygiene practice in community settings, barriers, multi-dose vials), environmental cleaning,  
-standardizing IPAC education related to reprocessing in all Dentistry contexts (private practice, 

community settings, home dental programs, Long term care settings, hospital, surgery), nationally and 
identifying differences between provincial governing bodies’ requirements,  

-networking between Public Health professionals and Dental practitioners 
-initially engage non-IPAC Canada members to engage new membership 

 
 
Committee Membership and Meetings: Committee is currently open to IPAC Canada members and 
non-members 
 
Meetings held to date: Sept 18/24, Nov 20/24, Jan 15/25  
 
Goals for the coming year:  

Completed sessions: initial meeting Sept 18/24 and two educational sessions: Nov 20/24 “Why 
Dentistry needs IPAC” Anne Augustine, Jan 15/25 “Understanding disinfectants” Kathy Purves,  

sessions planned Mar 19/25 “Dental unit waterlines” Cindy Isaak-Ploegman, May 21/25 
TBA Dr. Nita Mazurat 
-increase membership and engage regulatory bodies nationally 

 
 

 



 

Surveillance and Applied Epidemiology Interest Group (SAEIG) 
 
Leadership 
Co-chair: Jennifer Happe  
Co-chair: Katherine Paphitis  
Secretary: Tammy MacDonald  
 
Number of Members  
691 members (steady from the 690 members reported in December 2023) 
 
Meeting Dates and Topics  
 

Feb 6, 2024:  Education: Cross-border Salmonella Vitkin outbreak associated with bearded 
dragons investigated by Public Health Ontario (PHO) and the Centers for 
Communicable Diseases (CDC). 
 
Business: Information sharing and round table discussion to address member 
surveillance questions. 

Apr 18, 2024:  
  

Education: National Surgical Quality Improvement Program (NSQIP) and using data 
to guide Quality Improvement initiatives.  
 
Business: Information sharing and round table discussion to address member 
surveillance questions.  

Jun 9, 2024:  Half-day LTC Surveillance Workshop at the Annual Education Conference in St. 
John’s, NL.  
 

Sep 26, 2024: Education: Data sources for viral respiratory surveillance platforms from around the 
world used to track infections and prepare for respiratory season.  
 
Business: Information sharing and round table discussion to address member 
surveillance questions.  

Nov 20, 2024:  Education: Canadian Nosocomial Infection Surveillance Program (CNISP) update on 
national surveillance trends and activities.  
 
Business: Information sharing round table discussion to address member 
surveillance questions.  

 
Projects  

• Feb-Apr 2024: reviewed, discussed and provided group input into the Canadian Nosocomial 
Infection Surveillance Program (CNISP) new guidelines for IPC Minimum Data Quality Activities 
for Surveillance Reporting. These guidelines were subsequently endorsed by the IPAC Canada 
Board.  

• Sept 2024: members invited to participate in the annual SAEIG Planning Survey to support 
planning group education and activities in 2025 

Plans for the Coming Year  



 

 
• SAEIG will continue to meet bi-monthly through 2025 with a summer hiatus. Meetings will contain 

an education, information sharing and business component.  
 

• SAEIG will provide an encore ½ day LTC Surveillance Workshop.  
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