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‘Present system of London Water Supply, a portion of 
the inhabitants are made to consume, a portion of 
their own excrement, and, moreover, to pay for the 

privilege’.
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Joachim Kohn 1912-1987
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Professor Kevin Kerr
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Where is the 
evidence?

How is it 
possible for 
organisms 
to go from 
the sink to 

the patient? How can 
you say 

this?

Pseudomonas deaths
2012

Neonates N. Ireland
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The Semmelweis reflex is a metaphor for the reflex‐like tendency to reject 
new evidence or new knowledge because it contradicts established norms, 

beliefs or paradigms.

Philosopher F.C.S. Schiller holds that belief perseverance "deserves
to rank among the fundamental 'laws' of nature."[4]

Legionella
Wide range of organisms

Size of problem?
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PHE Report
Legionnaires’ Disease in 
England and Wales 2014 

hospital

Engineering 
controls

Full time job

Trained

Industry supporting 
water management

Controls less easily 
monitored

Part time involvement

No proper training

The clinical interface 
not the province of 

most water 
management 
companies

Thousands of people die every day around the world 
from infections acquired while receiving health care

Hands are the main pathways of germ transmission 
during health care

Hand hygiene is therefore the most important measure 
to avoid the transmission of harmful germs and 

prevent health care‐associated infections

ALCOHOL HAND RUB

Preferred method of hand decontamination

Do not use if hands visibly soiled, or 
resistant organisms

HAND WASH STATION

USE if hands visibly soiled, or 
resistant organisms
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ARCHITECT
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MAINTENANCE
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MANUFACTURER

INFECTION
CONTROL WATER

SAMPLING

CLINICAL
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98% staff used hands to
turn on outlets

68% staff used hands to
turn off outlets
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ANGLE OF SETUP OF ELBOW LEVER
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OBSERVATION
AREA

DIRTY
SLUICE

WASH
BASIN

PREPARATION
AREA

Hota et al
Outbreak of multi‐drug
resistant Pseudomonas

aeruginosa
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FARWELL REPORT 1995
PAEDIATRIC DEATHS LINKED TO CONTAMINATED TPN

WATER FROM SINK 

Evonne Curran


